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Purpose and scope of Indiana’s
tree ordinances



Benefits of the urban forest (all trees in city)

The Benefits

Trees are urban green infrastructure 0 e
that appreciate and grow in capacity .
over time if well-managed.

and mental health.

* Biophysical infrastructure

change mitigation
and adaptation.

e Socio-economic infrastructure
e Public health infrastructure

* Mitigation/adaptation tools for
climate change

Source: https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/streets-
sidewalks/urban-forestry/halifax-a-tree-city



https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/streets-sidewalks/urban-forestry/halifax-a-tree-city

Tree ordinances, a part of a well-managed UF

* Sets good and legally enforceable policy guiding urban
forest governance and management on public land.

e Should establish authority: a tree board or forestry
department—or both—and establishes their
responsibility for planning an/or operationalizing public
tree care.

* Provides clear guidance for planting, maintaining
and/or removing trees from streets, parks and other
public spaces; details activities that are required or
prohibited.

from the

How to Write a ‘
Municipal Tree Ordinance BULLETIN
p

rdinances reflect the values of a community, the values unnecessary costs associated with sewer clogging, sidewalk
O’ dents believe are worth protecting to maintain replacement and tree-related accidents. An ordinance may
r quality of life and an environment that is both safe also give force and direction to professional tree care within
and pleasant. A community’s trees, often called the “urban for- the municipality’s work force and helps control unscrupulous
est,” are very much the kind of community asset that deserves or careless operator
to be protected and managed for the common good. Ordinances vary in length and complexity, but the key

A tree ordinance encourages beautification, air cooling to effectiveness is to write the ordinance simply, clearly and
and purification, noise abatement, property value enhance- tailored to the needs of your community. In the end, a tree or-
ment and the other attributes of trees within a city. It also dinance is just another tool for proper tree care. Like any tool,
enables citizens to prevent and control the spread of di it needs to f high quality, matched properly to the job, and
to preserve trees in the path of development, and to avoid used with skill and care.

Suggested Sections for a Tree Ordinance

Although no two tree ordinances will be exactly alike, there are some basic elements that will help assure that the
document is workable and effective. These elements are called sections, and they are pr d here with
and principles that illustrate why each one is necessary. Here are the first 2 of the 16 recommended sections.

1. PURPOSE

PRINCIPLE: An opening statement that clearly sets forth the purpose of the ordinance
will help avoid ambiguity in interpretation. This initial section is usually capital-
ized and in bold print.

A clearly stated
Example: IT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS ORDINANCE TO PROMOTE AND PROTECT THE PUBLIC purpose prevents
HEALTH, SAFETY, AND GENERAL WELFARE BY PROVIDING FOR THE REGULATION

OF THE PLANTING, MAINTENANCE, AND REMOVAL OF TREES, SHRUBS, AND OTHER

PLANTS WITHIN THE CITY OF

misinterpretation.

II. AUTHORITY AND POWER

PRINCIPLE: Someone within city government must have the clearly designated A tree ordinance
authority to administer the provisions of the ordinance. This section defines, des- and tree board or
ignates, or creates a department, board, ission, or person responsible for the commission usually

planting, care and protection of the city’s trees. go hand in hand.

I/

Source: https://shop.arborday.org/9-how-to-write-a-municipal-tree-
ordinance



https://shop.arborday.org/9-how-to-write-a-municipal-tree-ordinance

Importance of ordinance now more than ever

* Trees are key adaptation and mitigation tool for climate
change

* But trees are also negatively impacted by climate
change

* So they must be monitored and cared for at all scales
to ensure ecosystem services are sustained or grow
over time.

e Just as we manage gray infrastructure to ensure it
withstands pressures, functions optimally, we manage
urban green infrastructure.

Plant Heat Stress

Annual Number of Days With High
Temperature Above 86°F

| Il Observed
Medium Emissions |
I High Emissions

Vanderburgh County, Indiana
154

121 130 130
108 108
Historical 2020s 2050s 2080s

34

Historical

~ §L Joseph County, Indiana

116
86 85
75
59 i I

2020s 2050s 2080s

<o Marion County, Indiana

Historical

133
105 103
93
78 i

2020s 2050s 2080s
#35\ INCCIA

Source: https://ag.purdue.edu/indianaclimate/urban-ecosystems-report/



https://ag.purdue.edu/indianaclimate/urban-ecosystems-report/

ree Ordinances

1. Indiana Municipal Urban
Forest Management Data
set

* Collected by IU student,

Stephanie Freeman-Day in
2018-2019

* Index included on the Indiana
Green City Mapper:

www.indiana-green-city-mapper-
iu.hub.arcgis.com

‘WO data sets give us insight into Indiana

2. Indiana’s Tree Ordinance

Data set

* Collected by IU student, Mathias
Benko in 2021

e Supported by Indiana Nature
and Indiana Climate Fellows

Program at |U:
www.sustain.iu.edu/isdp/index.html



1. IN Municipal Urban Forest Management Data Set

What are the urban forest management characteristics for Indiana cities?

 Sampled 76 municipalities with * Inventoried 8 governance

“active” urban forestry components for each city
programs: through online text analysis:
* Tree City USA (TCUSA) community v'Tree City USA
and/or v'CUF/DNR funding
* Recipient of Community Urban v'Tree Ordinance

Forestry (CUF) funding or Indiana

. v'Arborist on staff
Department of National Resources v Ded;
(IDNR) funding Dedicated urban forestry program

v'Recent inventory
v'Recent tree report/plan
v'Tree advocacy group



Why start by sampling TCUSAs in Indiana?  medms

* TCUSA status requires several Municipalities that have tree ordinances and are
key urban forest management TEUSAS
characteristics: .

1. Tree ordinance

2. Annual urban forestry budget
(S2 per capita) w0

3. Tree board or department
4. Annual Arbor Day celebration

* So, in Indiana:

* All TCUSAs have a tree ordinance, ©
but not all cities that have tree
ordinances are TCUSAs

50

30

20

M Yes-56 M No- 10



Context: Indiana has opportunity to expand
number of cities with ordinances through TCUSA

TCUSAs by state (2020) Percent of population living in a TCUSA (2020)

e Kentucky- 38%

Michi
nclz:sgan} * Michigan- 39%
| * Indiana- 42%
Ohio e Ohio- 46%

lllinois Indiana ™ e lllinois- 61%

66

188 * National average- 50%

ouri 36

Kentucky

Source: Arbor Day Foundation



Regardless of TCUSA stats, tree ordinances
are associated with funding

i State CUF fu ndlng frOm U,S, Municipalities that have tree ordinances and are CUF
Forest Service passed to cities funding recipients

* Projects funded include .

* Tree inventories and tree canopy -
inventories

* Management and response plans
Professional education and 0
training

Tree plantings

Community outreach and 10
education

40

20

M Yes-43 mNo-23

Source- Indiana DNR



But ordinances aren’t associated w/ tree data

* Inventories often are of street * Consultant- based inventories
trees and park trees (public can come with an Urban Forest
owned) or are canopy Report analyzing data, offering
Inventories management suggestions

Municipalities with tree ordinances and recent Municipalities with tree ordinances and tree
inventories reports

60
50

40

30
30
20 20
; i -
0 0

M Yes-29 M No-37 M Yes-14 M No-52




Ordinances are not associated with tree
management expertise

* Arborists may be employed by e Urban forestry programs led by

the city or serve as contractors arborist or urban forest manager
* Many smaller communities use * Often a component of a larger
regional arborists department (i.e., Parks)
Municipalities with ordinances and arborists Tree ordinances and dedicated programs

60

60
50

50
40
40
30
30
20 20
. - i -
0 0

M Yes-18 M No-48 M Yes-14 M No-52




Almost half of the cities with tree ordinances
also have a tree advocacy group

° Advocacy groups like nonprofits Municipalities with tree ordinances and tree advocacy
are a way to expand resources, o
including time, funding, and 60
expertise 0

e Activities include tree plantings, .

tree care, and community )
education

* Some municipalities have
nonprofits with leadership roles

in urban forest management :



2. Indiana Tree Ordinance Data Set

Research question: What is included in Indiana cities’ tree ordinances?

* Methods
* |dentified 108 municipalities representing all Indiana counties
e Searched online for tree ordinance per muncipality

* Once found, inventoried contents of ordinances through keyword search
including whether the ordinance included:

* Approved tree species planting lists
* Requirements for “indigenous” or “native” species

e Addressed “invasive” species

* Ongoing research, but preliminary results include...




Out of 108 municipalities in study

Most deal with public right-of-way sample...
trees and implicate adjacent property 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

owner in maintenance.

. HAVE TREE ORDINANCES
Most focus on maintenance, centered

around pruning / trimming.

HAVE TREE BOARDS

Some incorporate concepts of
sustainability.

HAVE TREE SPECIES PLANTING LISTS

For those with approved tree species
lists, some are written directly into
code (versus related management "INDIGENOUS/NATIVE" IN CODE
plans). Problematic since code can
only be changed by council vote.

“INVASIVE" SPECIES ADDRESSED IN CODE

More analysis to come...



Tree ordinance best practices

Carrie Tauscher, Indiana’s Community and Urban Forestry Coordinator



Ordinances need to be based off:

* Data
* Management plans with clear goals/goals
A clear vision for the desired future state of

the urban forest in your community

If you don’t know what you have you cant plan
to manage it much less set meaningful legal

guidelines



Intro pieces

Purpose Authority & Power

* A Statement That clearly sets the * Someone within city government
purpose of the ordinance(Law) will must have clearly designated
help avoid ambiguity and authority to administer the
interpretation. provisions of the ordinance.

* This sections defines, designates,
or creates a department, board,

. commission, or individual
* What property is covered by the responsible for the planting, care,

ordinance? and protection of city trees.

Applicability



Duties of the Tree Board VS. Duties of the
City Forester

 Enforcement?
City Forester

~ | | * Permits?
* |SA Certified Arborist or equivalent .
certification and training. * Plan Review?
* Other credentials * Applicable but not ordinance
* Tree Care Industry Association based
» Society of Municipal Arborists * Tree Work Crew Management
* Society of American Foresters e Contract Management

* Where are they “housed”



Duties of the Tree Board VS. Duties of the
City Forester

Tree Board * What requirements work best for
* ADF Recommends 1 attorney, 2 your community?
green industry, 2 interested

* Must they be in your community if

residents = _
there are no ISA certified arborists

* CUF Recommends Tree boards ofa
minimum of 5 makeup is less strict 1IN town?
but those without credentialed  « Consider the value of diversity and
professionals shoulql receive a representation.
small budget for training
* Consider liaisons to critical boards

that impact trees Sustainability,
Streets, Stormwater....



Definitions

To avoid misunderstandings of
terms that may be unfamiliar, to

citizens and staff, should be
defined.

* Best Place-Standards and
Specifications appendix.

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE

YOLCANO MULCH

o [INVENTORY conir

TOPPING
5RABﬁ‘KTRWcAA?M CLEARANCE PRUNING
OF-WAY
" THEELAW RISK

ANSI MANAGEMENT PLAN
745 A RBORIST

STRUCTURAL PRUNING

TARGET ZONE
PRIVATE TREE

EASEMENT

DEFECT

PUBLIC TREE
CONTRACTOR




Tree Protection

If we wish to maintain and grow
tree healthy canopy cover in our
communities, we must strongly
consider the feasibility of such a
goal without tree protection in
our ordinances.

* Invasive forest pests, insects/diseases

that will harm the urban forest

Retention of healthy trees on
development sites

* Following BMP for tree protection
during construction.

“Heritage trees” species rarity, old
age, association with a historical event
or person, abnormality, scenic
enhancement.

Retention of canopy for ecosystem
services provided such as stormwater
mitigation
https://www.itreetools.org/



https://www.itreetools.org/

Private Trees

Trees on private property often affect the safety and
welfare of other trees and people other than the owner.

A provision to allow community action is needed.

This section provides authority to inspect private trees
designate them as public nuisances and demand their
removal or mitigation such as pruning when necessary.

**Some communities have the flexibility to cover this in
existing nuisance laws.




Licensing

e Conditions for obtaining a
license may very but can include
Requirements for:

* Credentialing or Certification
* Education

* Mandatory annual training locally
attainable or provided by the
municipality

* Insurance

Did you know? All businesses who do professional tree work in the City of Muncie
have to have a registered Arborist License with the Urban Forestry Office, according

to the Muncie Tree Ordinance Sec. 97.05.7

* A solid way to protect trees &
citizens from irresponsible
companies or individuals who
pose as arborist is to require
practitioners to have licenses.



http://www.cityofmuncie.com/upload/assets/parks/urban%20forestry/chapter%2097%20tree%20ordinance%20document.pdf

Permits

Permits provide a way to make * Permits also are a means to
certain that anyone who plants, ensure compliance with

works on, or removes public trees standards and specifications
(and sometimes private trees) is * Allow for follow-up inspections

knowledgeable and capable of

doing the job right. * Generally serve as a tool for

enabling a community to guide
the future urban forest condition



Tree Planting Maintenance
and Removal

Topping - It shall be unlawful as a
normal practice for any person,
firm, or city department to top
any street, park, or other tree on
public property.

The International Society of
Arboriculture defines topping as
an inappropriate technique to
reduce tree size that cuts through
a stem more than two years old at
an indiscriminate location.

»

It

TOPPED TREE HAZARD

4
1y

e

WEAK
BRANCHES

Topping trees
is not safe.

It weakens the tree,
costs more long-term,
and shortens their life.

Proper pruning costs less,
reduces storm damage
and helps trees live longer,
For more information, visit

dnr.wa.gov/urbanforestry



Landscaping/ Planning and Zoning

* This section can address the process of having new landscape
plans reviewed by the city forester or tree board with issuance of
building permits.

* Elements of this are likely in existing planning and zoning
ordinances.

* Make sure to seek out any and all ordinance that deals with tree
related issues to reduce conflicting ordinances /requirements



Tree Planting Maintenance
and Removal

The Material in this section is best
included in a separate “Standards
and Specifications”
Appendix/Addendum.

* |t is more easily edited/updated
with current Best Management
Practices(BMP’s).

* Exception: prohibited practices

 Reference ANSI A300 and Z133
standards and associated ISA
BMP’s




Tree Planting Maintenance and
Removal

* Tree Species
* Spacing
« Recommended list(s)
* Restricted species

* May also provide an option for residents to submit for
review by the tree board species not listed.

* These lists are best set using inventory data to
promote diversity

e Out of the body of the ordinance!

Sidewalk




Tree Planting Maintenance and Removal

Distance from Curb and Sidewalk

 How do you deal with older neighborhoods who don’t
have the minimum space?

* Are they allowed to replace lost trees?
* What about new sidewalks?
* Tree Compatible/adaptable pavement systems?

* Provide diagrams




Tree Planting Maintenance and Removal

Utilities
* Always default to your local overhead utility for

the planting distances and clearance
requirements. “Right Tree Right Place”

* Be careful, you may not be able to plant in ROW

 Distance to utility requirements may need to
reviewed/set for tree maintenance and removal
work and certifications needed to complete that
work.




Enforcement

For an ordinance to be more than a piece of paper, authority must be
given to the city forester or other official to enforce the provisions.
This includes the right to issue notices of violation, notices to preform
work, and the ability to stop work.

Details about the process of rule making, review, and approval by the
governing body and enforcement need to be included.

/\‘

———

If you Ordinance has no TEETH, you don’t have an effective
ordinance.




Vibra nt Cities Lab https://www.vibrantcitieslab.com/toolkit

Vibrant cities cultivate thriving

urban forests that boost public

health, safety, sustainability, and
economic growth.

‘ MAKE THE CASE ‘ | MAKE IT HAPPEN I



https://www.vibrantcitieslab.com/toolkit/

Online Ordinance Resources

* International Society of Arboriculture (ISA)

* http://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Types-of-Credentials/ISA-Certified-
Arborist-Municipal-Specialist/Tree-Ordinance-Guidelines

* American Society of Consulting Arborists (ASCA)
e https://www.asca-consultants.org/page/TreeOrdinances

 American Public Works Association (APWA)

* https://www?2.apwa.net/Documents/About/CoopAgreements/UrbanForestry
/UrbanForestry-3.pdf

* Chicago Regional Trees Initiative (CRTI) Templates

* https://www.dropbox.com/sh/mka3odgr5zn63ug/AADoQN667qMOD
4z1L5Km41 Ca?dl=0



http://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Types-of-Credentials/ISA-Certified-Arborist-Municipal-Specialist/Tree-Ordinance-Guidelines
https://www.asca-consultants.org/page/TreeOrdinances
https://www2.apwa.net/Documents/About/CoopAgreements/UrbanForestry/UrbanForestry-3.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/mka3odgr5zn63ug/AADoQN667qMOD4z1L5Km41_Ca?dl=0

Resources Continued

* National Arbor Day Foundation- Major Content of this PPT
* https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/apply.cfm

* Tree Ordinance Development Guidebook- Georgia

* http://www.gatrees.org/community-forests/planning-policy/tree-
ordinances/2005TreeOrdinance-100.pdf

e USFS Sustainable Urban Forest Guide

* https://www.dropbox.com/s/u3izulcb30ocikn/Sustainable Urban Forest Gu
ide 14Nov2016.pdf?dl=0



https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/apply.cfm
http://www.gatrees.org/community-forests/planning-policy/tree-ordinances/2005TreeOrdinance-100.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/u3izu1cb30ocikn/Sustainable_Urban_Forest_Guide_14Nov2016.pdf?dl=0

Examples:

* Bloomington Urban Forestry Plan -
https://bloomington.in.gov/about/trees/urban-forestry-plan

* Columbia Citﬁ.lnv_entory and Management Plan
http://columbiacity.net/government/tree-board/

* Highland Management plan
h’itlgsézlz\évw&/\%.highIand.in.gov/media/HighIandUrbanForestManagementPIan
- - .p

* Ordinance:

httgs:f{www.codepuinshing.com/IN/HighIand/#!/HighlandOS/HighIandOSZ
5.ntmI#8.25

* Valparaiso Urban Forestry https://www.ci.valparaiso.in.us/1124/Keeping-
Our-Urban-Forest-Healthy-and-Gro

e Goshen Urban Forestry https://goshenindiana.org/forestry &
https://forestadaptation.org/GoshenIN



https://bloomington.in.gov/about/trees/urban-forestry-plan
http://columbiacity.net/government/tree-board/
https://www.highland.in.gov/media/HighlandUrbanForestManagementPlan_11-6-17.pdf
https://www.codepublishing.com/IN/Highland/#!/Highland08/Highland0825.html#8.25
https://www.ci.valparaiso.in.us/1124/Keeping-Our-Urban-Forest-Healthy-and-Gro
https://goshenindiana.org/forestry
https://forestadaptation.org/GoshenIN




Don’t Leaf it to Chance — Adopt or Update your Tree Ordinance

City of Columbus
Street Tree Ordinance Update Experience




City of Columbus — Street Tree History

(Y

* Nota Tree City USA

 Arboristin Parks & Recreation Department 1992-2013

 Attempt to update Street Tree Ordinance in 2011 - unsuccessful

* Tree Canopy Partners — Citizen Group 2016

*  Work towards becoming a Tree City USA

1.
2.
3.

A Tree Board or Department
A Tree Care Ordinance*

A Community Forestry Program with an annual
budget of at least $S2 per capita

An Arbor Day Observance & Proclamation

TREE CITY USA




Current Street Tree Ordinance

Current Street Tree Ordinance
Adoption Date Unknown

1220010 Plan

12.20.020 Trimming to be donc by owner,
1220030 Trimming 1o be done al owner's expense.

12.20.040 Cutting by lineman.
12.20.010 Planting. L]

A, For the puros

L) L]

Any person may plant a tree in the right-of-
owner, ocenpant. agent or holding or owning any legal ar equilable mierest in any real estale abulting md conliguons 1o any parl or
portions of any street or sidewalk in the o1ty to planr, set our, grow and to perperally cultivate and maintain any living wee for any or all W a — O St a ' l a r S
of such purposes in, upan md along any such sireet or sidewalk in the city whereon ar in such shade trees are wsually setaul and grawn; .
provided. that the free wse of the public sireets and alleys of the city for trivel shall not be interlered with or impeded.

P t ible f

A, All persons who are owners of shade trees, or who are intended as owner or occupant or agent of any real estate abuwing or . .

S i oo alomd bt ek e AiaCent iophbch e Mt Mo it e sl ahall conse B i t rrmming o t rees
o be curefially and properly trimmed @ a point on he tree s high as twelve feel from the graund; provided, that ull such shade trees shall .

be trimmed on the side nex to the street so that the limbs or branches where so wimmed shall not extend more than rwelve feet from the

nd uses of shade, health, comfort or arament, it shall be right, proper and lawful for any person interested as

wrnss amd other vegetation. in the public right-o Fway adjacent & the awners property and nowatherwise impraved. (Priar cosde § 31-1)

B. Itshall be likewise right, proper and lawful tor such owner or agent to plant, place. grow and maintain groundcover, tncluding 2
.

12.20.020 Trimming to be done

ik of such shade trees:; pravided further, thaall such shade trees shill be so trivmmed that in no case shall such shade tree or rees he

* Trim to 12 feet from the ground on
B. Itshall be the responsibility of the property owner to maintain the unimproved right-of-way area and the landscaped medians u p g u

existing on lacal streels adjacent w his prapert
when maowed that the grass clippings are not thrown onto the streets. ([rior code § 31-3)

ming fo be done af owner's expensc. t h e St re et S i d e

All rimming ol shile trees shall he done 1o the satisfaction o the molor vebiclehighway division ol the code enforcement department
whase duty 1t shall be to enforce this chaprer. Such department shall in all cases where the property owners shall neglect or refuse to trim

their shade trees in accordance with Section 12.20.020 cause the same 1o be done after five days notice to such property owner or agent )

12.20.040 Cutting by lincman.

Said areas must be maimamed in accordance with Chapter 8.32 and i such manner that

12.20.030°F

The electric lineman shall have the right and privilege to cut off bz or branches of shade trees when actually necessary to the proper t r ' l n k

and caretil placing, fixing and adjusting of the wires and proper lighting of the city. (Prior code § 31-5)

e Trimmed so shade tree is no taller than
50 feet.

LS



Current Street Tree Ordinance

Current Street Tree Ordinance
STREET TREES AND SHRUBS AdOptiOn Date Unknown

1220010 Planting.

12.20.020 Trimming to be donc by owner,
1220030 Trimming 1o be done al owner's expense.

12.20.040 Cutting by lineman.

3. Trimming shall be done to the satisfaction of

For the purposes and uses of shade, health, camfort or amament, it shall be right, proper and lawiul lor any person interested as
owner, ocenpant. agent or holding or owning any legal ar equilable mierest in any real estule abulting md con

pertions of any street or sidewalk in the o1y to plany, set our, grow and to perpervally cultivate and maintain any living wee for any or all . L . . .
provided. that the Tree use of the public sireets and alleys af the ity for tuvel shall not be interlired with or inpeded.

B. ltshall be likewise righr, proper and lawful for such owner or agent to plant, place, grow and maintain groundeover, inchuding
wrnss and other vegelation, in fhe public right-oFway adjacent o the awners praperty and nat atherwise improvesd. (Prior code § 31-1)

s e code enforcement department. —

A, All persons who are owners of shade trees, or who are intended as owner or occupant or agent of any real estate abuwing or
contiguous la any part of any sireel on, alang or in front af or adjacent 1o which shade trees are planted or growing shall cause the same °
W be curefully and properly rimmed  a poinl on the e s high as twelve feet from the graund; provided, that all such shade trees shall D e a rt m e n t d O e S n Ot e X I St
be trimmed on the side nex to the street so that the limbs or branches where so wimmed shall not extend more than rwelve feet from the L]
ik of such shade trees: pravided further, thaall such shade trees shull be so trivmmed tat inone ¢ shall such shade Iree or lrees he
mone than filly leet high.

L
B. Itshall be the respounsibility of the property owner to maintain the unimproved right-of-way area and the landscaped medians 4 I f OW n e r refl I S e S t h e ‘ I t Ca n e rfo r m t h e
existing on lacal streels adiacent W his propery. Suid areas must be maimtaned in accordance with Chapter 8.32 and i such manner tat . )

when maowed that the grass clippings are not thrown onto the streets. ([rior code § 31-3)

ous 1o any parl or

12.20.030°1 ing fo be done at owner's expense.

L]
work and charge the property owner. — City

whase duty 1t shall be to enforce this chaprer. Such department shall in all cases where the property owners shall neglect or refuse to trim
their shade trees in accordance with Section 12.20.020 cause the same o be done after five days notice to such property owner or agent

performs the work and does not charge the

The clectric li

man shall have the right and privilege to cut off limbs or branches of shade rees when actually necessary to the proper

and caretil placing, fixing and adjusting of the wires and proper lighting of the city. (Prior code § 31-5) p ro p e rty OW n e r.
[ ]

LS



Approach

 Get data — Street Tree Inventory (DRG),
Urban and Community Forestry Grant

 Understand current operations




What the City is doing -

Engineering is
planting street
trees on road
Improvement
projects.

Railroad overpass
Tree Planting — 658
Native Trees



(Y

What the City is doing -

* Public Works is pruning and removing
trees for public safety.

* Public Works operates a 50/50 cost
share program on street tree removal.

N \ * Planning Department is requiring
£, 3ot ey e e ey street trees to be planted in new

i 0 Ry | subdivisions and some commercial
projects.

* Parks is managing all park trees and
some of the new street tree plantings.




What the City is not doing -

Preventative/proactive
maintenance of existing street
trees

No review process for new street
tree plantings

No street tree standards
Follow-up with new plantings

Missing out on tree funding
opportunities

No public education



Ordinance Development

e Columbus Tree Canopy Partners

e e | ® - Understand the barriers — develop strategies

trees and shrubs are getting ready to be planted as part of the overpass project. Initially 2

trees were removed for the new bridgs and road alignment, but 635 naw trees will be plantzd in
the interchange infield area in 3 grid pattern matching the trees currently on the south side of
State Road 46 and 1,526 new trees are being planted fo sironmental mitigation to the north ...

e Public — hard to quantify

 Elected Officials — Individual conversation,
tree inventory presentation

* Internal staff, department heads

9,053 1,630
Pzople Reached Engagement: Boost Post

Q0 42 5 Comments

oY Like () Comment &> Share
Most Relevant w

0 Comment as Columbus Tree Canopy Partners G @ e e

G Star Juliet
How will the trees be protected once brood X crawls out? Or are the big enough to
survive it? Also what kind of trees are they? Thanks!

Like - Reply - be:




Ordinance Development

* Engage stakeholders (City staff, citizens with an interest in trees)
 Engage an elected official
* Draft Ordinance (DRG), Landmark Foundations Grant
* Not a boilerplate
 Reflect what we are doing
* Provide basic standards
* Reference Tree Work Manual

 Moving us forward - baby steps

City of Columbus
TREE WORK MANUAL




Proposed Street Tree Ordinance

Draft Street Tree Ordinance
hITY-OF{DLL'_\[BUS,-DIDIAN:\1 . . 0
oxomANCENOL._ 8 1. Definitions

PUBLIC-TREE-ORDINANCEY

WHEREAS, the-City of Columbus {City) recognizas thatstraet trass-are-anature-based-solution and an- 2 . C i ty Re S p O n S i b i I ity — refl e Ct W h a t We a r‘e

essential component-of public-mfrastructure; -andf

WHEREAS, the-City -aspires to-conzerve trees -2 healthy, nonhazardous-condition through-application- - . ol e
of tree-care standardscontained - American Mational Standards Institute; and-establish-and maintain-a- d O I n — S h a re d re S O n S I b I I It
process by-which public trees are-managed;-and]

WHERFEAS trees provide-welcoming shads to-people-encouraging -outside-walking -and play-and -batter-

s el 3. Property Owner Responsibility — better

WHEREAS rees-improve-community vitality by -enhaneing property-value-and positively influencas -
perceptions-of residential and-commercial-areas; andf

isometios palots s e e s defined
bt " . Financial Assistance — 50/50 program
. Street Tree Committee — City staff
. City Arborist - aspirational
. Standards for Tree Care — Tree Work Manual

WHERFEAS +rees-can-bridge the-gap-of aquity-in-a-diverse-community, -ereate-safer-streets by -having-a- I
calming-effactrelated to-traffic-speed-and aggressive - dnving; -and when-schools-are-well-landscaped with-

trees, -students-have higher-academic performance marks |

NOW THEREFORE BE IT-ORDAINED by -the Common-Council of the-City of Columbus,-Indiana-as- 5
follows"

CHAPTER-11.20-5TREET -TREES-AND -SHRUBS-AMENDEDY 6
Section-12.20.010. -Definitions"]

For the purposes-ofthis-Chapter, the followmg -definitions apply unless the-context-clearly indicates-or-

requires-a-different-meaning | 7
Adjacentproperty-owner: 4 parzon-that-owns property - immediately next to-somathing, -such-as-a-public-
stieet-ornight-of-way

American National-Standardz Inztitnte-(ANSI): Theprofazsional-specifications-and -standards -

governing safe-and-appropriate horticultural -and tree-care practices, as periodically updated or revized,
includimg but-not-limited to-the-following -American Wational-Standard -for Tres-Care-Operations chapters:|

L e e —— *We are intentionally not designating authority.

1.-#Managzement-of Trees-and-Bhrubs During -2ite-Planning, -Site Development, -and-
Construction, most-current-edition;

2.-#Planting -and Transplanting -most-current -edition; -




